
Taylors Mistake  
Junior SLSC 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. How do the age groups work?  

The group you are in is determined by your age on 30th September.  If you 

are 8 on that date you will be in the 8s, if you are 11 then you will be in the 

11s, etc. 

 

 

2. What happens on the Sunday club days?  

Club day starts at 10.00am and finish at 11.30am approx.  

 

The beach conditions are assessed before the start and activities are 

dependent on the weather conditions as the children’s safety is the most 

important consideration. 

 

Should the weather condition be extreme please check the website for any 

cancellations www.taylorsmistake.com 

 

Each session starts with a briefing over general beach and water conditions 

and any notices about upcoming competitions, etc.  

  

Each child MUST wear their Taylors Mistake Life Saving hats (beanies) and 

pink high visibility rash vests while under the responsibility of the coaches. 

 

When the session is finished the children will be instructed to remove their 

beanies and rash vests and return to their parent/caregiver to be in their 

responsibility.  The Taylors Mistake Flag will be taken down to indicate 

training has finished.  

 

http://www.taylorsmistake.com/


 

3. What do we do on club days? 

Club days on Sunday are for the family and aimed at teaching the children 

water safety while having fun at the beach and learning the fundamental 

skills of lifeguarding. 

 

The coaches incorporate fitness and skills related to lifeguarding in the 

sessions and for those interested in competing to prepare them for the surf 

carnivals. 

 

Having fun, pushing yourself and conquering personal challenges are strongly 

emphasised.  

 

For the newcomers  there’s a focus on building water confidence.  As they 

progress, the activities become more demanding – such as the distance to 

swim and paddle, depth of water, size of surf – so it is important to gain 

confidence early. An environment of having fun and being with children of 

the same age greatly helps with this.  

 

Please refer to the annual program for the schedule of club days, board 

paddling and competitions.  We very rarely cancel a club day, but in the 

event of extreme adverse weather please check the club website for 

information (www.taylorsmistake.com ) 

 

 

4. Who is the mid-week training session on Monday & Thursdays 

training for? 

We have recently started our exceptionally popular mid-week training on 

Monday and Thursday evenings at 6pm.  These sessions are aimed at 

preparing those athletes, **** Age 10-14 who have their 200m Badge****, 

for competition specifically the Ocean Athlete series.  It’s been great to see 

http://www.taylorsmistake.com/


so many taking part including parents in our pre-season sessions.  These will 

continue throughout the season as directed by the coaches. 

(Note there is no Monday and Thursday training sessions for 7-9 year olds, 

unless directed by coaches) 

 

5. What do I bring and what do I wear?  

The official uniform for club days and carnivals is black togs (no board 

shorts), a Taylors surf lifesaving hat (beanie), and pink high visibility rash 

vest for competition only. 

(Note that it is club preference if you have a pink hi-vis vest to wear this at 

training too)  

  

Please  come prepared for all conditions so wetsuits are highly recommended 

particularly before Christmas when the water is still cool to cold. 

 

 

6. Where do I buy the uniform?  

Black Taylors Mistake logoed togs are available from our uniform 

administrator, Sioban Hartwell, and most sports shops stock plain black togs.  

Hats (beanie) and rash vests are available from the Sioban along with other 

items such as tee shirts and hoodies. Please check the club web site for 

further details or again talk with your coaches.  

 

Wetsuits can be purchased from any surf retailer.  Ask your coach if you 

need any advice on the best type of wet suit.  Also talk to other members 

who may have some hand-me-down wetsuits. 

 

 

7. What is a carnival and what should I take?  

Carnivals are great fun. They are the chance to pit your skills against 

athletes from the other Canterbury clubs in a series of beach, water, team 



and individual activities. They tend to run from about 8.30am to 1.00pm but, 

as always, are dependent on conditions.  

The Canterbury Championships (held in March) run until mid to late 

afternoon including the prize giving. Your coach will run you through what 

events make up competitions.  

  

It is important to be prepared for all weather conditions at carnivals. 

Sometimes it can be an overcast day with a cold easterly.  Athletes are in 

and out of the water in between events so can get cold quickly.  It’s crucial 

to bring two towels, dry warm clothes and lots of food and drink – more than 

you would expect to!  

  

Also remember the club uniform – black togs, pink high visibility rash vest, 

and a Taylors Mistake surf lifesaving hat. 

Your child will also be given a number for competitions.  This is the child’s 

number for all carnivals.  It needs to be written on their forearm in vivid pen 

prior to the carnival.  On the day of carnivals if you don’t have this number 

coaches at the beach will have and be able to assist with this process.   

(Note that your child will be issued with a competition number which should 

be available on the website www.taylorsmistake.com under the Junior 

Section) 

  

Please refer to the annual program and the website for the schedule of 

carnivals and competitions (note dates can change).  

 

  

8. What board am I allowed to use?  

10 to 13 year olds have a grading paddle at beginning of season and will be 

assessed regularly (check with your coach for the date) to determine what 

board can be used and what group you will be in for the Monday and/or 

Thursday evening training.  You will most likely use a glass board but some 

of the 10 year olds will continue to use G boards.  

http://www.taylorsmistake.com/


 

9 year olds use a mix of boogie boards and G  boards.  The coach of this age 

group will determine ability on Sunday club days.  

  

7 to 8 year olds use boogie boards.  

  

Note that there are no Monday or Thursday board trainings for 7 to 9 years 

olds, unless otherwise directed by coaches.  

  

9. When can I use a board?  

Club days and board training days, as well as Saturdays and Sundays during 

patrol hours.  You are only allowed to take out a board that your coach has 

deemed suitable – for safety and the longevity of our boards please respect 

this.  

 

  

10. What are my responsibilities when using club gear?  

Please treat all club gear with care and respect, particularly the boards.  

Carry them, don’t drag them when out of the water, and control them 

accordingly in the ocean.  Whenever you use a board, you are responsible for 

returning it to storage container rinsed and free from sand salt water.  

  

Accidents with the boards do happen so if you do ding or damage a board, 

please tell your coach so it can be repaired.  

 

  

11. What is the “200m badge”?  

The 200m Qualification is the ability for an athlete to swim 200m either in 

the pool or in open water under a target time and to continuously tread 

water for 1 minute.  The target time for the Taylors Mistake club for the pool 

swim is 5 minutes, for open water it is 7 minutes.  It is a requirement that all 

10 to 13 year old athletes have the 200m badge or they will not be able to 



compete in water events at competitions, or use G or glass boards at 

training.  

  

Depending upon swimming ability, 7 to 9 year old athletes are strongly 

encouraged to complete a 200m badge as well.  

  

There will be a series of opportunities at Sumner Community pool before the 

Christmas break when the test can be done.  Representatives from the club 

will oversee it – please ask your surf coach for details.  Alternatively, ask 

your swimming coach to do the test directly with you.  The club will need a 

copy of the time with the coach’s signature.  

 

 

 

12. What is expected of parents/caregivers at Taylors Mistake Surf 

Lifesaving Club?  

On normal Sunday club days we need help in the water, particularly with the 

7 to 10 year olds.  Typically, this is in waist deep water or shallower.  We 

don’t need trained lifeguards but we need people who are confident 

swimmers and are happy to be in the water.  We require a ratio of 1 adult to 

5 children.  If we don’t have that we will not be able to undertake water 

activities on that day.  

 

If water isn’t your thing, there are lots of other ways to help out on the 

beach or at the club, such as cooking the BBQ or helping to put gear away.  

 

On carnival days we need help unloading and loading boards on the trailer, 

setting up the tent, and generally watching out for each other.  We also need 

parents to manage the athletes ensuring they are in the right place at the 

right time.  Don’t panic the coaches will brief you as to where and when etc.  

Oh, and lots of support and cheering!  It’s a great fun and the children love it 

when mum or dad gets involved.   



  

Lifeguarding is all about volunteering and community service.  We greatly 

appreciate your help to run the club!  

  

For further information on what we expect from parents and care givers, as 

well as a description of the code of conduct, please refer to the club website.  

  

  

13. Further information contact: 

Tisha 3267228 or 0272547908 

Craig 3267228 or 0274383174 

Helen 3558208 or 0272139339 

www.taylorsmistake.com 

 

Thank you Taylors Mistake SLSC. 


