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OVERNIGHT STAY AND SUPERVISION POLICY FOR MINORS 
  

1. Overview 
Occasionally the Taylors Mistake Surf Life Saving Club (TMSLSC) organises camps or competition trips 
that involve members staying overnight as a team, at the Clubhouse or at other specified 
accommodation. Many of the Club’s members are under the age of 18, so the Club needs to put 
standards in place to ensure that these members are safely and adequately supervised. The 
requirements under this policy are in addition to the general requirements applicable to the Club and 
Members under the Surf Life Saving New Zealand Regulations, specifically the Member Protection 
Guidelines, and the TMSLSC and SLSNZ Codes of conduct.  
Some relevant excerpts from the Regulations are attached as the Appendix to this policy.  

 
2. Definitions  
 

• Designated Responsible Adult means a person who is not a Minor and has undergone Police 
vetting in accordance with the Member Protection Guidelines and has been approved by the 
Club to supervise Minors.  

• Minor means a person who is under the age of 18 years.    
  
3. Purpose  

 
To establish standard rules and protocols for the overnight stay and supervision of Minors, that meet 
the standards set out in the SLSNZ Member Protection Guidelines and align with the Children’s Act 
2014 (amended 2018). To ensure the safety of all Club members, including Minors, staying overnight 
in the care of TMSLSC.   

 
4. Rules regarding overnight stay at the Clubhouse: 
  

4.1 Club camps or organised groups of members that will include minors must gain prior 
permission to stay at the Clubhouse from the Management Committee. 

4.2 No Minor may stay at the Club unless a parent or caregiver of that Minor has signed a 
disclosure form. 

4.3 No Minor aged under 14 years may stay overnight at the Club.   
4.4 Minors aged 14–15  Unless previous arrangements have been made by the relevant Minor’s 

parent or caregiver with a Designated Responsible Adult, overnight stay at the Club is not 
permitted for a Minor aged 14-15 unless he/she is accompanied by a parent or caregiver, 
who must provide direct supervision of the Minor during his/her stay.  Where such a Minor 
is permitted to stay overnight without a parent or caregiver, the Minor will be directly 
supervised by the Designated Responsible Adult notified to the parent or caregiver of that 
Minor.  Only groups of parents/designated responsible adults with minors will be allowed 
to stay at the club, ie: not just one minor and one parent/designated responsible adult.  

4.5 Minors aged 16–18  A Minor aged 16-17 may only stay overnight at the Club with the prior 
permission of a Designated Responsible Adult who will be staying overnight at the Club that 
same night.  

4.5.1 From 10pm until 6am the Minor must stay in the clubroom, unless accompanied by a 
Designated Responsible Adult.  

4.5.2 The Minor may only leave the clubroom without the Designated Responsible Adult during 
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the non-patrolling hours between 5-10pm and 6-11am on the condition that such Minor:   
(a) gains permission from the Designated Responsible Adult, after informing him/her of the 
intended destination, and time of return;  
(b) carries an operational mobile phone;   
(c) complies with all relevant laws, including with regard to transport (e.g. restricted licence 
requirements); and   
(d) complies with any other requirements specified by the Designated Responsible Adult. 
 

4.5.3 The Minor must ask the Designated Responsible Adult before entering the water outside 
patrol hours, and the Designated Responsible Adult may determine the degree of 
supervision required and specify any other conditions. The Minor must comply with any 
such conditions.     

 
5. Supervision ratios for overnight stays 

5.1 Minors aged 14-15 staying overnight:  Each Minor aged 14-15 will be directly supervised by 
their parent or caregiver, or a Designated Responsible Adult where this has been agreed in 
advance between the Minor’s parent or caregiver and the relevant Designated Responsible 
Adult in terms of clause  4.4. 

5.2 Minors aged 16-17 staying overnight: There will be at least two Designated Responsible 
Adults present and supervising per 10 Minors aged 16-17 staying overnight. Where it 
appears that this ratio may be exceeded, the Designated Responsible Adult(s) present must 
either arrange for an additional Designated Responsible Adult to be present or refuse to 
allow any additional Minors to stay overnight.  

5.3 Supervision ratios for activities outside the clubroom: In respect of activities carried out 
outside the clubroom, the following supervision ratios will apply (unless the Designated 
Responsible Adults present determine that higher ratios of Designated Responsible Adults 
to Minors should apply in a given situation):  

5.3.1 Low-risk land based activities: For any activity that does not involve entering the water but 
which is unanimously agreed by Designated Responsible Adults present to be low-risk 
(which may include, by way of example, a light or medium intensity walk), there will be at 
least one Designated Responsible Adult present and supervising per ten Minors;  

5.3.2 Higher risk land based activities: For any activity that does not involve entering the water 
but which is unanimously agreed by Designated Responsible Adults present to be higher risk 
or which is not unanimously agreed by Designated Responsible Adults present to be low-risk 
(which may include, by way of example, a high intensity tramp, rock climbing or abseiling), 
there will be at least one Designated Responsible Adult present and supervising per four 
Minors; and  

5.3.3 Water activities: For any activity that involves one or more Minors entering the water, there 
will be at least one Designated Responsible Adult present and supervising per five Minors in 
the water (provided that any Minor who is accompanied in the water on a one-on-one basis 
by a buddy who is a lifeguard will not count towards this ratio).   
 

6. Responsibilities of any Designated Responsible Adult  
The Designated Responsible Adult must:  

6.1 Comply with all relevant requirements of the Regulations; Carry an operational mobile phone 
at all times;Remain in a state in which he/she is legally able to drive and make good 
judgements; and respond appropriately to any situation that may occur.Inform 16-17 year olds 
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under his/her supervision if he/she is leaving the clubroom for any period of time, and provide 
contact details (provided that a Designated Responsible Adult will not leave the clubroom if this 
would result in a breach of the supervision ratio requirements above).Consequences of failure 

to meet the requirements under this policy  
The Club allows Minors to stay overnight as a privilege, not a right. Any breach of this policy or of any 
law (including any law relating to the possession or use of drugs or the consumption of alcohol) by a 
Minor may result in a loss of this privilege. The final decision will be made by the Management 
Committee.  
 


